SPEECH AT  MEETING  OF ANGLO-INDIANS                   447

publicly acknowledged. Assuming a fair measure of public opinion
and honesty, Anglo-Indians and other minorities could not be
possibly treated unfairly.

Questioned as to why Mn Gandhi had not signed Mrs. Besant's memo-
randum on the Commonwealth of India Bill, he said that as he had said before,
if he got a cablegram from Lord Birkenhead that the Bill would be passed
if he subscribed to it, he would cable his signature. But he had declined to
associate his name with the Bill simply because he did not want to be in-
sulted. When he knew that the throwing of the Bill on the scrap-heap was
an absolute certainty, as he felt it could not otherwise be, he could not pos-
sibly sign it. He had had enough insults before, but he had never court-
ed them. He had taken insults in good grace when they had been flung in his
face. But, in this particular case, he thought it would be courting an in-
sult, which he was not prepared to do. As it is, he had got an indication
of it that very day. Referring to that indication he said:

I made a most innocent practical suggestion to the Govern-
ment of India. Deshbandhu Das had played the game, and you
know how much at heart he had the case of the political prisoners.
I said to the Government, 'Will you perform one single graceful
act which will strike the imagination of the nation? Will you
release the prisoners ?' If that was done, it would have served a
double purpose. That would have Caken the sting, if there was
any, out of these political prisoners, because they would have felt
that they had been released out of respect to the memory of
Deshbandhu and they could not commit a breach of trust,reposed
in them. And, then by this act the Government would have
gained a supreme moral victory, so that they could have cleared
the atmosphere for negotiations. But no. Lord Birkenhead says
he is prepared to consider anything that Indians might have to
suggest in order to allay animosities, but the suggestion made is
not practical. I tell you I have not the ingenuity to make a more
practical suggestion than what I have made. Btst it has gone to
the usual waste-paper basket. So if these little things could not
be had, what is the use of going on with the big Commonwealth
of India Bill? Mrs. Bcsant has a robust optimisln and, though on
the wrong side of life like me, she thinks she must work on.

Another friend asked as to what Mr. Gandhi would suggest in the transi-
tion stage, if, for instance, they dropped the prefix 'Anglo' and joined
the Congress. They would lose some of the trifling privileges they enjoy,
and would get nothing to compensate for them.

That was the fairest of questions. For some purposes, you
say, you are classed with Europeans. I have asked you to shed